
Linda Falcone – Director Advancing Women Artists

Since 2007, Linda Falcone has served as Director of the Advancing Women Artists. The organization was “officially” founded in 2009 by US philanthropist Dr. Jane Fortune (1946-2018). AWA is dedicated to rediscovering, restoring and exhibiting works by women artists in Florence’s Museums and storehouses. In the vise of co-author of Fortune’s Invisible Women: Forgotten Artists of Florence (2009), Linda had the opportunity to carry out on-site research in the attics and cellars of the Florence museums as well as scour their archives for forgotten works by unknown but significant female artists. The book, which contains the first-ever archival list of art by women in Tuscany, became a seminal text in Florence and farther afield, inspiring a PBS documentary which won a regional Emmy Stateside in 2013. 

In 2012, Fortune and Falcone’s research also became the pocket guide Art by women in Florence a Guide through Five Hundred Years and their search for the twentieth-century women artists who had donated their art to replace the 14,000 masterpieces lost in the Florence flood of 1966, became another book by The Florentine Press in 2014: When the World Answered: Florence, Women Artists and the 1966 Flood, also a PBS documentary (2015). Linda’s interviews on searching for ‘Invisible women artists’ have appeared in newspapers and magazines including USA Today, The Economist, The Guardian, Spain’s El Pais, Italy’s Corriere della Sera and numerous sector publications. She has appeared on TV and radio in Europe and the US including Public Radio International, Rai 24-ore, the PBS special ‘I dream of Italy’ and in the episode ‘Monuments Women’ for laEffeTV.  

Editor of Santa Croce in Pink: Untold Stories of Women and Their Monuments and Chaplin and Costa: Rediscovering Expat Women Painters in Tuscany, she co-authored the documentary Félicie de Fauveau: A French Sculptor in Florence during the Grand Tour.

Born in northern California and raised in a bi-cultural family, Linda Falcone is currently celebrating two and a half decades of Italian living. Beyond women in the arts, Falcone is author of Italians Dance and I’m a Wallflower: Adventures in Italian Expression and If They Are Roses: the Italian Way with Words, two books spotlighting the Italian culture, with illustrations by Florentine artist Leo Cardini. An investigator of idioms and cultural columnist for The Florentine Tuscany’s English language news magazine for seven years (2005-2012), she has left few phrases unturned. Her first work of fiction, Moving Days: a novel was published by The Florentine Press in 2010. 
As a university professor, Linda has taught full-term university courses on Travel Writing and Italian Culture for various ‘education abroad’ programs including those sponsored by the University of Minnesota, University of Chicago, Purdue University, University of Wisconsin and numerous other American community colleges hosted in Florence. As a guest speaker at universities, cultural associations and private institutions, she has held cultural lectures and seminar-style workshops all over Italy. 




